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The positives and negatives for this year: 
 
 
Most of the exterior of the church has been primed and painted through the efforts of Pat 
and Tom Johnston and Beth Hummel. Terry Pudney braved multiple bee stings to paint 
the front peak in time for Old Home Day. Painting of the school progresses, again with 
Pat, Tom and Beth tackling the job. Beth also painted the school extension floor. In the 
spring, a Girl Scout Troop from Greene helped with some indoor cleaning in the school.  
The entry to the church needs major repairs but an estimate to do the job right was  
$ 6200. We will continue to seek ways to fix this problem. 
 
In June, the church was the site of the Foster/Kibbe family reunion. 
 
Old Home Day was held in the church and school house. There was no fund-raising effort 
but Fred Downs generously donated the offering he received for his service. Musical 
entertainment was provided by Jane and Zane Frink during the service along with Bill Tei 
on the piano. The Brothers MacRae returned for a performance following the meal. 
Between the church service and dinner, a ceremony led by Fred Downs was held to 
dedicate a tree in memory of Harlan Pudney, Sr. who died March 27 this year. Harlan 
was a lifetime member of the historical society and had lived his entire life by the pond. 
During the dedication, Dave Fuller and several others spoke fondly of Harlan. The tree is 
planted in front of the church and is identified with a plaque made by Beth Hummel. 
 
 
We received grants for programming from New York State Council of the Arts and from 
the New York Council for the Humanities Speakers in the Humanities program. 
Programs held this year were “Trunks and Travel” held at the Taylor Town Hall and two 
speakers who presented at Cincinnatus Heritage Hall – Barns, our cultural heritage and 
North Star Shining: the underground railroad in Central New York. Letters were sent to 
many town historians and historical societies throughout the area to boost attendance at 
the programs. 
 
We also received a grant from the Wm. G. Pomeroy Foundation for 3 highway markers 
that will identify the sites of the Union Valley tavern in Union Valley, the Baptist church 
in Taylor Valley and the Bentley cemetery in Taylor Valley. The tavern is a private home 
now, the church just a memory and the cemetery is in poor condition. We are attempting 
to remedy that. 
 
John has maintained our web site and added links to other sites of interest. 
 
Our provisional charter was renewed for 5 more years. 



 
Current projects: 
 
It was decided to prepare and bury a time capsule near the church. There will be photos 
and papers relating to current events and history of the area. 
 
We will continue to collect recordings for our oral history project. 
 
The roof over the church entry needs repair and painting of both buildings must be 
completed. 
 
The space behind the school needs continued clearing and the town highway department 
will add fill to provide a place for picnic tables by the pond. Some landscape work needs 
to be done in front of schoolhouse. 
 
We still have to make some decisions about electrical wiring in the church. 
 
We have yet to finalize wording for the building use policy and contract. 
 
We will place a plaque for Welcome Potter in the Potter Hill cemetery and acquire same 
for Lyman Rogers. Both men were U.S. veterans. 
 
Goals: 
 
Increase membership to raise annual income and attendance at meetings.  
 
Plan at least one evening program. 
 
Raise funds for repairs; apply for appropriate grants.  
 
Identify additional historic sites in the community and seek plaques for those sites listed 
on the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
Continue to transcribe old records and diaries. 
 
 


